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NAFTA Chapter 20(1)

Article 2005: GATT Dispute Settlement

1. Subject to paragraphs 2, 3 and 4, disputes regarding any matter arising under both
this Agreement and the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, any agreement
neqotiated thereunder, or any successor agreement (GATT), may be settled in either
forum at the discretion of the complaining Party.

2. Before a Party initiates a dispute settlement proceeding in the GATT against
another Party on grounds that are substantially equivalent to those available to that
Party under this Agreement, that Party shall notify any third Party of its intention. If a
third Party wishes to have recourse to dispute settlement procedures under this
Agreement regarding the matter, it shall inform promptly the notifying Party and those
Parties shall consult with a view to agreement on a single forum. If those Parties
cannot agree, the dispute normally shall be settled under this Agreement.

3. In any dispute referred to in paragraph 1 where the responding Party claims that its
action is subject to Article 104 (Relation to Environmental and Conservation
Agreements) and requests in writing that the matter be considered under this
Agreement, the complaining Party may, in respect of that matter, thereafter have
recourse to dispute settlement procedures solely under this Agreement.
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NAFTA Chapter 20(2)

4. In any dispute referred to in paragraph 1 that arises under Section B of Chapter Seven
(Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures) or Chapter Nine (Standards-Related Measures):

(a) concerning a measure adopted or maintained by a Party to protect its human, animal or plant
life or health, or to protect its environment, and

(b) that raises factual issues concerning the environment, health, safety or conservation, including
directly related scientific matters,

where the responding Party requests in writing that the matter be considered under this
Agreement, the complaining Party may, in respect of that matter, thereafter have recourse to
dispute settlement procedures solely under this Agreement.

5. The responding Party shall deliver a copy of a request made pursuant to paragraph 3 or 4 to
the other Parties and to its Section of the Secretariat. Where the complaining Party has initiated
dispute settlement proceedings regarding any matter subject to paragraph 3 or 4, the responding
Party shall deliver its request no later than 15 days thereafter. On receipt of such request, the
complaining Party shall promptly withdraw from participation in those proceedings and may initiate
dispute settlement procedures under Article 2007.
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NAFTA Chapter 20(3)

6. Once dispute settlement procedures have been
Initiated under Article 2007 or dispute settlement
proceedings have been initiated under the GATT, the
forum selected shall be used to the exclusion of the
other, unless a Party makes a request pursuant to
paragraph 3 or 4.

/. For purposes of this Article, dispute settlement
proceedings under the GATT are deemed to be initiated
by a Party's request for a panel, such as under Article
XXIII:2 of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
1947, or for a committee investigation, such as under
Article 20.1 of the Customs Valuation Code.
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NAFTA Chapter 20(4)

e Article 2012: Rules of Procedure

3. Unless the disputing Parties otherwise agree within 20
days from the date of the delivery of the request for the

establishment of the panel, the terms of reference shall
be:

"To examine, In the light of the relevant provisions of the
Adreement, the matter referred to the Commission (as
set out in the request for a Commission meeting) and to
make findings, determinations and recommendations as
provided in Article 2016(2)."
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